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We	Needed	an	Electrician.	God	
Sent	Us	One.	

Submitted	by	Neil	Howard	
One	 of	 the	 goals	 of	 every	 ministry	 team	 in	
our	 church	 is	 to	 engage	 friends	 and	
members	 in	 our	 ministries.	 Each	 of	 us	 has	
been	 given	 gifts	 by	 God;	 some	 of	 us	 have	
skills	 learned	in	our	work	life.	If	you	have	a	
gift	 or	 skill	 that	 can	 be	 engaged	 in	 our	
ministries	 at	 church,	 contactor	 Peter	 or	
Bonnie.		
Here’s	 an	 example	 of	 a	 skill	 being	 put	 to	
great	 use.	 Our	 Trustees	 have	 been	
wondering	 how	 to	 deal	 with	 a	 number	 of	
electrical	 issues	 in	 our	 buildings.	 Little	
things	 --	 like	 an	 outlet	 that	 won’t	 work,	 a	
light	 fixture	 that	 won’t	 light	 and	 some	 live	
wires	 hanging	 out	 of	 an	 electrical	 box.	 Cliff	
and	 Janice	 Burris	 stepped	 up	 to	 the	
challenge.	

ELECTRICIAN	cont.	on	p.	?	
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Memorial	Outdoor	Sanctuary	
Planting	and	Mulching	Dates-	

Volunteers	Needed!	

Planting:	
Saturday,	January	13,	2018	
9:00am	–	12:00pm	
600	W	Park	St,	Cedar	Park	
We	will	 plant	 140	 native	 Texas	 shrubs	 and	
grasses	 and	 1	 tree	 around	 the	 Memorial	
Outdoor	Sanctuary	on	our	church	property.	
The	plants	will	be	mostly	5	gallon	size	with	a	
few	 3	 gallon	 and	 one	 gallon	 pots.	 We	 will	
also	plant	a	30	gallon	Texas	Mountain	Laurel	
tree.	Most	 of	 the	 planting	will	 be	 in	 raised	

OUTDOOR	SANCTUARY	cont.	on	p.	?	
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	 JESUS	ROCK	STAR	CORNER	
Submitted	by	Carolyn	Smith	

Innkeeper’s	Dilemma	
	 Written	by	Eddie	James	

	 The	 Jesus	Rock	Stars	were	very	eager	to	perform	 the	duet	version	of	 the	 “Innkeeper’s	
Dilemma”	for	you.		Our	two	actresses,	Gwen	and	Jozi	worked	several	weeks	on	this	production.			
This	was	not	just	the	usual	Christmas	story.		They	told	us	of	what	happens	when	there	was	not	
enough	room.		The	the	business	man	came	with	a	barrage	of	bulk.		What	does	that	mean?		The	
poor	shepherd	was	so	confused	but	he	did	tell	us	the	baby’s	name.			
The	 innkeeper	 finally	 grasped	 the	 meaning	 of	 this	 amazing	 event.	 	 She	 told	 us	 of	 how	 this	
special	birth	was	going	to	change	our	world	forever.		

çGwen,	as	Hannah	the	innkeeper,	and	
Jozi	as	the	crazy,	crazy	shepherd.		Jozi	
also	played	all	other	characters,	patron,	
business,	and	newsboy.	

éJett,	Allie,	and	Luke	sang	the	closing	
song	as	our	children	entered	for	the	

nativity	scene.	

çAddison,	James,	and	Tony	as	wise	
men.		Leland	and	Rachel	as	Joseph	
and	Mary.		Josie	as	the	angel.		
Kennedy	as	the	drummer	boy.		
Addison	as	the	shepherd.	And	our	
two	actresses,	Gwen	and	Jozi.	

This	 group	 of	 children	 had	 an	 amazing	
performance.	 	 If	 you	 missed	 their	
performance,	 you	 will	 find	 the	 link	 on	
the	 church’s	 website	 or	 the	 church’s	
Facebook	page.	
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Want	to	get	in	touch	with	a	Church	Leader	or	
are	you	thinking	of	 submitting	 something	 for	
a	future	Newsletter?	
Here	are	some	contacts:	
Pastor	 Peter	Castles												peter@cpfumc.org	
Assoc.	Pastor/Youth	Dir.	Bonnie	How		

bonnie@cpfumc.org	
Music	Director/Pianist		Jodi	Blount	

	 	 jodi_blount@hotmail.com	
Children’s	Haven	Director	Lesley	Foyt	

	 	 director@childshaven.net	
Newsletter	Editor	Jill	Lundstrom	

	 	 	 lund121@me.com	
You	can	also	find	us	online	at	cpfumc.org	

or	call	the	church	Tues-Thurs	between	9	and	
2	at	this	phone	number:		

(512)	335-9540	

A	Child’s	Haven	Happenings	
Submitted	by	Lesley	Foyt	

Blessings,	
Lesley	
	

2

The	old	light	fixture	outside	the	kitchen	was	
just	 not	 working.	 Cliff	 and	 Janice	

removed	 the	old	 fixture,	bought	a	 new	one	
and	 installed	 it.	We	 added	 a	 dusk	 to	 dawn	
lamp	 and	 now	 we	 have	 a	 nice	 light	 that	
comes	on	automatically	at	night.	Nice	job!		
They	also	replaced	an	outdoor	outlet	on	the		
MultiMinistries	Building	that	hadn’t	worked	
for	the	last	4	years!		
Then	there	was	a	nasty	piece	of	work	left	by	
the	crew	that	installed	the	irrigation	system	
in	 our	 Memorial	 Outdoor	 Sanctuary:	 Cliff	
and	Janice	figured	this	one	out	and	made	an	
unsafe	situation	much	safer.	

 

3

In	 the	 space	of	a	week,	 all	 of	 those	nagging	
electrical	 problems	were	 solved.	Only	 later	
did	we	find	out	that	Cliff	was	a	professional	
electrician	 before	 he	 retired.	 Who	 knows	
what	other	hidden	talents	lurk	in	the	friends	
and	members	of	our	church?	Thanks	to	Cliff	
and	Janice	 for	coming	 forward	to	 lend	their	
gifts	 and	 skills	 to	 the	 ministries	 of	 our	
church!	What	gifts	and	skills	do	you	have	to	
lend	to	God’s	work?	
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	 Rockin’	Cookie	Exchange	
	

Submitted	by	Carolyn	Smith	
Who	would	have	thought	to	start	off	
our	Christmas	events	at	CPFUMC	it	
would	snow?		Yes,	snow.		It	may	
have	been	a	light	dusting	but	for	us	
southern	residents	it	is	something	
we	don’t	see	often.		How	many	of	
you	took	pictures?		How	many	of	
you	built	snowmen.		There	were	a	
lot	of	pictures	on	Facebook	of	tiny	
snowmen.			
	

The	 snow	 may	 have	
made	 it	 cold	 outside	
but	 the	 children	 did	
not	miss	a	beat.	 	With	
coats	 and	 hoods	 on	
they	 went	 straight	 to	
decorating	cookies.			
We	 all	 were	 able	 to	
see	 and	 visit	 with	
friends,	 and	 make	
new	 friends.	 Our	
amazing	 pianist,	 Jodi,	
played	for	us	as	we	sang	Christmas	carols.	If	you	were	
unable	 to	 attend	 the	 evening,	 please	 see	 the	 church’s	
Facebook	page	to	view	more	pictures.		

Kaitlyn	and	James	decorated	
cookies	for	everyone.	

Jozi	was	very	detailed	in	her	
decorating.	

Taylor	was	very	creative,	using	
skewers	to	spread	the	icing.	
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beds	or	in	pre-dug	holes.	The	rain	date	for	this	event	is	Saturday,	January	20,	2018.	Bring	your	
wheelbarrow,	shovel	and	trowel	or	just	show	up	and	contribute	your	manpower!	

3

Mulching:	
Saturday,	January	20,	2018	
9:00am	–	12:00pm	
600	W	Park	St,	Cedar	Park	

4

We	will	spread	134	x	2cuft	bags	of	Shredded	Cedar	Mulch	over	
the	plants	and	drip	line	in	the	MOS.	Bring	your	wheelbarrow	and	
gloves	or	just	show	up!	The	rain	date	for	this	event	is	Saturday,	
January	27,	2018.	

5

Sign-up	 now	 to	 help	 with	 planting	 and	 mulching	 in	 the	 Memorial	 Outdoor	 Sanctuary.	 The	
signup	sheet	is	on	the	table	in	the	back	of	the	sanctuary.	Many	hands	make	light	work!	



	

	

Enjoy	reading	Fiction?	If	so,	please	take	a	look	at	what	we	have	in	store...	
	

Wednesday,	March	7,	
2018	at	6:30	p.m.	
Novel:		Counted	With	
the	Stars	by	Connilyn	
Cossette	
Genre:		Biblical	Fiction	
Discussion	
Leader:		Author	
Connilyn	Cossette	
 

Wednesday,	January	10,	
2018	at	6:30	p.m.	
Novel:		The	Feathered	
Bone	by	Julie	Cantrell	
Genre:		General	Fiction	
Discussion	
Leader:		Author	Julie	
Cantrell 

We	hope	to	see	you	at	one	or	both	of	these	discussions! 

Wonder:	Movie	Review		
Submitted	by	Amber	Lo	

The	movie	Wonder	is	a	great	demonstration	
of	the	book	by	R.J.	Palacio.	It	does	a	fantastic	
job	 of	 illustrating	 the	 conflicts	 within	 a	
family	 and	 the	 lives	 of	 children	 in	 school.	
August	 Pullman,	 the	 main	 character	 of	 the	
story,	is	truly	a	sweet	boy	that	you	can	relate	
to.	 A	 story	 that	 seems	 to	 revolve	 around	 a	
special	 boy	 can	 actually	 be	 translated	 into	
many	 perspectives.	 The	 use	 of	 different	
characters	 and	 their	 points	 of	 views	 offers	
insight	 on	 the	 relationships	 which	 develop	
the	 story	 and	 can	 turn	 the	 direction	 of	 the	
story.	 The	 movie	 incorporated	 many	
narrations	that	were	direct	quotes	from	the	
book,	 and	 it	 added	 to	 the	 enjoyment	 of	 the	
movie.	 Watching	 the	 movie	 was	 an	
experience	 that	 consisted	 of	 many	 tears	
shed	 and	 times	 where	 laughter	 would	 just	
burst	out	of	you.	Wonder	is	so	heartwarming	
through	 the	 demonstrations	 of	 great	
friendships	 and	 a	 supportive	 family.	 After	
watching	the	movie	you	really	start	to	think	
about	 the	 little	 things	 in	 life	 and	what	 you	
can	be	grateful	for.	

Old	Friends	
Are	any	of	these	familiar	to	you?	Please	check	
our	Lost	and	Found	in	the	church	office	to	be	
reunited. 
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